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 WASHINGTON.

» Liberty aud Union, now aud forever, one and
¥ inseparable.”

SATURDAY, JULY 17, 1852.

THE WHIG PROTESTANTS,

— |
Of the Protest published in this psper some days | hone. They went upon known charagter and known

ago, against the Whig Convention candidate for the
Presidency, having been in no haste to speak at all,
we shall now endeavor to do so with calmness, and
without derogating from the respect personally due
to the gentlemen whose names are appended to it,
but with the plainness and truthfulness which our
readers have a right to expect from us.

The right of these gentlemen individually to
entertain  and express opinions, dissentient (or
otherwise) to those of the body of the Whig party,
no one will seriously dispute. Neither can their
right to publish such opinions be drawn into ques-
tion. The freedom of speech and the freedom of
the press are sacredly protected by the Constitution
under which we live, and the gentlemen referred
to, in putting their names to and publishing that

paper, have done no more than exercise those |

undoubted rights.

Whatever of consideration and weight opinions
of gentlemen, of the character and standing of the
individual signers of that paper, are entitled to, it
ought to carry with it. But its privilege and its
immunity extend no further.

The Protest (as for brevity's sake we shall term
it) acquires no additional force from the apparent
fact of its being the result of a combination of the

signers for a common purpose; that is to say, had
each of them, instead of uniting in this Protest, ad-
dressed to his friends at home, or to the Publie, se-

parate letters of the same import—as some of them
actually did before the issuing of that Protest—
every proper purpose of the combination would have
been as well accomplished as by the joint address.
Nor does the elevated station of Members of Con-
gress, occupied by the signers of the Protest, add to
it any suthority beyond what it derives from their
individual personal respectability ; for the sulject
and the objeet of it are foreign to their mission, as
such. Tt is true, much of the time of Congress,
during the preceding six or seven months, had been
employed, in the House of Representatives espe-
cially, in debating the claims and qualifications of
divers persons deemed fit (or unfit) by one speaker
or another, to fill the Presidential office. But the
fact of such oceupation of the time of Congress in
debates upon questions not withia its jurisdiction— |
such employment being, moreover, without preece- |
dent as well as without authority—could certainly
<onfer no authority upon acts done by members of
Congress outsidewof the walls of the Capitol. .
' There is nothing, in short, in the circumstances |
of this Protest which distinguishes it from any other
Circular, addressed, whether by one or by several
gentlemen in Congress, to their constituents or to
the Public. Placed, therefore, as it has been by
its authors, conspicuously before the country, it|
courts rather than deprecates the freest discussion

though be had not, in terms, taken the Platform of
the Whig Convention with the nomination, he has
given hostages to honor and patriotism, and he could
not, if a diadem were the price, be recreant to all
his glorions antecedents, and -to the blood that
runs in his veins, as well as the blood which he has
shed on the battle-field. What pledges did the De-
moerats exact of their candidate ? They required

iopininna. Is the character of General Scorr less
known, or his sentiments more questionable? So
far from this, indeed, there perhaps never was a
man in any country whose profession removed him
so entirely out of the sphere of politics, yet whose
| opinions on all public questions were so frankly ex-
pressed and so well known as those of General
Scorr. From such a man, of a character for pa-
triotism and honor so unimpeachably sustained by
| almost half a century of faithful servige and subor-
| dination to the Constitution and the Laws, no pledge
ought to liave been required. e

Still, though not required, Gen. Scorr did not
hesitate, when the opportunity was afforded him,
freely, voluntarily, and frankly, to offer the pledge
which he was aecused of having aveided. Of this
| charge of evasion, indeed, no other refutation ought
to be required by impartial minds, than is supplied
by His own direct and unequivocal language, in
his Reply to the Letter of the President of the
Convention :

¢ Not having written a word to procure this distine-
tion, I lost not & moment, after it had been conferred, in
addressing s letter to one of your members to signify

what would be, at the proper time, the substance of my
reply to the Convention; and I now have the honor to

e

have always been associated im our minds with the nage
of Whig?

“ What guarantee have we s to the side on which, n
the great political questions of the day, he will be foun(?
None. The truth T, availability is the groundwork upm
which his nomination has been effected. Do we recogube
or find this word in our creed! No; we despise and p-
jeetit! Therefore, we canniol and WILL uot support Genepsl
Taylor as our candidate for the Presidency ! Devotion to dr
principles demand that we should not. 1

«To find such men as Clay, Scott, and Webster saci-
ficed in this manner, is an indignity we cannot tamely wd
quietly submit to.  They have labored too long and faithfuly
to be thus abandoned.

With either of these as our standard-bearer, we wll
fight ardently and (there is no questioning it) succes-
fully ; but with AVAILABULITY for our candidate, our zeal is
palsied and our enthusiasm guencled.”

Ts there any thing in the recent Protest more i-
dignant, more peremptory, or more positive, thm
the expressions in the foregoing Declaration froma
thousand or two of the ardent and impulsive Whigs
tof the City of New York? Similar demonstratiors
were made at other points, in different States, anl
especially in Ohio and Massachusetts. And whit
was the result of all these partial but imposing ir-
dications of discontent? Why just this: that,
the election which was held exactly four montls
thereafter, not a single Whig Electoral Vote wes
given against Gen. TAYLOR for President in tle
whole United States!

So mueh for the consequence of discontent anl
protests against nominations by those whose desirs
or caleulations happen to have been disappointed ly
them, in a case which is within the memory of every
living man. .
~ We now come to the purpose for which we have

repeat, in a more formal manner, as the occasion justly
demands, that 7 accept the nomination, with the resolutions
annexed."

“The political principles’ and measures laid down in
those resolutions are so broad that butlittle is left for me
to add.” * * * *

« Finally, for my atrict adherence to the principles of the
Whig party, as expressed in the resolutions of the Convention,

and herein suggested, with a sincere and earnest purpose
to advance the greatness and happiness of the Republie,
and thus to cherish and encourage the casuse of constitu-
tional liberty throughout the world—avoiding every act
and thought that might involve our country in an unjust
or unnecessary war, or impair the faith of treaties, and
discountenancing all politieal agitation injurious to the
interests of society and dangerous to the Union—I can
offer no other pledge or guarantee than the known inci-
dents of a long public life, now undergoing the se-
verest examination.” :

No one can more sincerely regret than we do that
the authors of the Protest should not only have de-
nounced the nomination of Gen. Scorr, but have
made ‘public proclamation of their incurable hostility
to his elevation to the trust for which he was re-
commended by the finally unanimous vote of the
Whig Convention. This Munifesto of theirs may,

| through the influence of the popular names of the

two leading Georgians to whom its paternity is gene-
rally ascribed, cause the loss of the State of Georgia,
and perhaps of Alabama, to the Whigs. Of the
aid of these States, however, the Whigs have not, at
any time, had any certain assurance; and, should
they now be lost to them, and in company with them
even one or two other States, it is a eonsolation to
reflect that there will still remain to the Whigs,

of its contents.

Before entering into the merits of this Protest, |
let us also premise that we do not undersland the
gentlemen who have signed it as intending thereby
to renounce fellowship with the Whig party.
They themselves explicitly declare in their Protest
their entire satisfaction with the Resolutions (the
Platform )'of the Whig Convention. They object
only to the nomination of General S8corr, condemn-
ed by them beforehand ; and their objection to it
is placed by them upon a single position, which, it
seems 1o us, can hardly command the assent of un-
prejudiced persons. |

Intending rather to take a historical and compa- |
rative view of this Protest than to attempt to argue
it down, we shall but very briefly advert to the only |
specific objection which it offers to the nomination
of Gen. Scorr as the Whig candidate for the Pre-|
sidency. We quote it as follows : |

“ He [Gen. Bcorr] obstinately refused, up to the time
of his nomination, to give any public opinion in favor of
that series of measures of the last Congress known as the
Compromise; the permanent maintenance of which with
us is & question of paramount importance. Nor has he
sinee the nomination made any declaration of his approval of
those mecaures as a final adjustment of the issuer in contro-
rersy.

It i= true the resolutions of the Convention that no-
minated him are as clear and as explicit upon this ques- l
tion as need be; but Gen. Beorr, in his letter of nccept-
ance, which contsins all that we have from him on that
matter, does not give them the approval of his judgment.
This he seems studiowely to have avoided. He nccepts the
nomination, * with the resolutions annexed.” That is, he
takes the nomination cum onere, a8 an individual takes an
estate, with whatever incumbrances it may be loaded
with. And the only pledge and guaranty he offers for his
* ndherence to the principles of the resolutions’ are *the
known incidents of & long publie life,” " &e.

Before this paper will reach our readers, almost
every one of them will have drawn his own conelu-
sions from the face of this statement; and ninety-
nine out of every hundred, we do mot doubt, will
have regarded it, as we have been obliged to do, as
affording an altogether insufficient justification of
the denunciation of the Whig candidate for the
Presidency which has been sent forth.

Had General Scort been some obscure person,
whose character and opinions were entirely unknown,
there might be some ground for the stress laid by
these gentlemen ou the silence of which they insist
upon accusing him. But here is a citizen whose
whole manhood, for forty-four years, has been spent
on the most public of publie stages ; who has been
either a brave soldier or a victorious commander in

without reckoning too closely, votes enough to place
their candidate in the Presidential Chair.

By the admission which we have made of the
possible effect of the Anti-Scott Manifesto upon the
votes of one or more States, we have shown how
highly we rate the personal influence, in their re-
spective States, of the names by which it is sanc-
tioned. In this admission, however, we have given
the utmost latitude to our concessions.  Wecan yield
no more. We cannot, with our contemporary of the
Canrier and Engunirer, Ngnﬂl it 0o {a oo Sesprort-
ant political manifesto,” “a demonstration as im-
portant in character as in extent ;7" and, with the
accession of other names, (which the “ Courier”
anticipates,) as “an emphatic voice of repudiation
of the Baltimore Nominee.”” The number of names
signed to it is indeed larger than we could wish,
congidering the high positions which some of them
at least have heretofore held in the Whig ranks.
We have, however, in our day, repeatedly witnessed
gimilar outbursts of pent-up discontent, which—like
fiery meteors, that, suddenly exploding in a clear
sky, light up the firmament for a brief space with
a blaze of light, and descend below the horizon as
suddenly as iey emerged from it—have been the nine
days' wonder of the time, and then fallen into obli-
| vion, without having distarbed the order of Creation,

or interrupted the calm course of human affairs. We
| say this without any intention to detract from the
| actunl importance of the Protest, but with the de-
sign to bring % the notice“of our Whig friends
every where, and amongst them the authors of
the publication we are speaking of, how wholly
unavailing mere protests against the expressed will
of a majority of the intelligence of the Nation, of
whatever party, in favor of their preferred candi-
! dates, have ever been.
| For examples of Protests of this kind we need
not, indeed, to go very far back. No longer than
four years ago such Protests were as plenty as
blackberries. Need we recall to our readers the
| vehement protestations, by different associations
| and individuals, against the nomination of General
| Tavror by the Philadelphia Convention ¥ Need
| we quote the Speeches of different Delegates to that
| Convention, literally spurning the nomination, and
'_ rhr_lan'ng the Mt'g party to be Mﬂ_ﬁ:rﬂt dissolved £
| If the reader will set himself to thinking about it,
' he will need no reminder from us to satisfy him
:I that the protestations and exhortations against the
| Whig candidates at that day, from professed Whigs,
| far exceeded in volume and violence those of the

every war and every difficulty in which h i_" country time present. Of this fact we might present many
has been involved during all that time—his carliest | jllustrations—we will content ourselves with one ;

exploits achieved indeed before some of those whe

»and for that purpose sclect the protest of an impor-

now doubt his loyalty were born; a man whose | tant organization of Whigs in the great commercial
courage and conduct and peerless generalship are ' metropolis of our country.

the admiration of other countries as they are the

The Whigs of the city of New York absolutely

pride of his own; a man whose wisdom, prudence, f declined, when called upon, to fix a day for holding
and success in negotiating peace and in averting | a Ratification Meeting; and, on the same evéning

war are surpassed only by his splendor in arms; a
man who has ever worn his opinions upon his sleeve ;
has ever been a Whig, and nothing but a Whig—a
national and tolerant one—a most unsectional one,
the same in Georgia or Louisiana as in New York
or Massachusetts ; a man, moreover, who (even his
ents admit) exerted himself to the utmost, so
far at least as official propriety permitted, to pro-
mote and accomplish the very aots of compromise
to which these doubting and dissenting gentlemen
now question his fidelity !
Why, gentlemen, the history of his life is a
nty for his loyalty to the Constitution, to the
Union, and to the South as well as the North. Even

that they thus declined, the Young Men's “ Henry
Clay Club” assegbled in the street, and, after
listening to sundry exciting addresses from Whigs
discontented with the Philadelphia  Nomination of
Gen. TAvLOR for President, put forth the following
declaration, which was unanimously adopted, and
¢ gigned on the spot by five handred new members:”

““We, the nndersigned, being deeply attached to Whig
principles and mensures, view with the deepost regret the
nomination of s candidate for our suffrages who is not
identified with the great fundamental principles of the
Whig party—a man who has stated in his letters that he
was willing to receive the nomination of any party.

wis # declaration like this sefficient 1 allow us to con-
fide in him the deep and long-cherished principles which

to-day taken pen in hand ; which is to show to ar
readers that no elevation of virtue, no loftiness of
intellect, no length or fidelity of public service, can
conciliate the confidence, or even the esteem of all
men in a Government so free as this, in vhich each
individual is himself in some respects asovereign,
and, particularly and above all, has an irdefeasible
property in his own opinions, and in the peferences
and prejudices which are the fruits of their unre-
strained enjoyment. !

Even General WasurnarToN, whose naue is now
revered, not only by all Awericans, but byall the
civilized aznd even the savage world, beyond that of
any mortal man that ever lived, was thwaried and
opposed, during his civil eareer, (by aformidable ar-
ruy of talent, too,) with an intensity that embittered
his life. Of the political opposition to Mr. Jes-
FERsON and the elder Apams, before and after each
of them came to the discharge of the dufies of Pre-
sident of the United States, we have not time now
to speak, being in haste to come down fo the time of
the canvass for the Presidency at the 2xpiration of
Mr. JEFFERsON'S second term of service after which,
as our readers know, he retired to private life.

Up to this period, politicians, and of course the
People, were divided, by a clearly-defined line, into
two parties, the old Fideral party, and the more
modern party which called itself Republican, The
chiefs of those parties being as well known as the
principles on which they had divided, no public
consultation by each party had ever been found
necessary, as it is now, for the selection of their
respective candidates for the Presidency. Mr.
Apams beat Mr. JEFFERsoN at the election of
1796, and Mr. JEFFERSON beat Avm at the election
of 18300—in each case by close votes. At the elee-
tion of 1804, Mr. JEFFERsON was re-elected for a
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overwhelm the liberties of the country; we ask for that
high and honorable sense of duty which would st all times
turn with loathing and abhorrence from any compromise
with and speculation. We ask in vain.

- Wede in the most solemn mauner, protest
against the proceedings of the meeting held in the Benate
Chamber on the twenty-third day of January last, because
we oonsider them—

As being in direct hostility to the principles of the

 Constitution;

As u gross assumption of power not delegated by the
people, and not justified or extenusted by any ao-

- tual necessity :

As an attempt to produce an undue bing in the ensuing
election of President and Vice President, and virtu-
slly to transfer the appointment of those officers
from the people to a majority of the two Houses of
Congress. ,

And we do in the same manner protest against the no-

mination of James Madison, as we believe him to be unfit
to fill the office of President in the present jumcture of

Joseph Clay, -, W. Hoge,
Abram Trigg, Samuel Smith,
Jno, Russell, Danl. Montyomery,
Josiah Masters, John Harris,
George Clinton, jr. Saml. M. i

. ﬂwﬁ 8. Mumford, David R, Williams,
John T hompson, James M. Garnett,
Peter Swart, John Randolph.
Edwin Gray,

We put it to the reader, whether, if a case could
ever occur in which, with a 'large and powerful ad-
versary in front, a body of ambitious or discontented
men might, by going. over to the adversary party,
with arms in their hands, effect the demolition of
their own party, here would not have been such a
casé, had the venom of the assault been tempered
by the exercise of even the smallest particle of
diseretion ?

Now, even after such an abaggdonment as this of a
| candidate so nominated as Mr. MADISON was, how
did the People, the Republican People, reply to this
persecution? Let the return of the Electoral votes
answer the question. The whole number of Elec-
tors was 175 :

For James MapisoN there were 122 votes.

For C. C. PincENEY 47 votes.

For Grorce CrinroN (Dissentient) 6 votes.

By considerably more than two votes to one the
ProrLe sustained the Republican ticket; and we
appeal to the page of history and the verdict of pos-
terity, alréady rendered, whether the People did not
do right in sustaining this pure and spotless states-
‘man against those who undertook to proscribe him?

When the first term of President MapisoN was
about expiring, (on the 18th of May, 1812,) at the
very critical moment which preceded the War with
Great Britxin, in pur*umca of a notice given to the
Republican Members of Congress generally, a Meet-
ing was held in the Senate Chamber, and, being or-
ganized, proceeded to nominate a candidate to be
voted for ag"President of the United States at the
election then ensuing. Mr. MADIsoN received the
votes of all the members present. The malcontents
at the preceding election (in 1808) refused to attend
thismeeting. But they held on to their animosity to
Mr. MaprsoN. The Republicans of New York were
cajoled into the belief that if they would make a
State nomination of DE Wrrr Crintox, they might,
by the aid of other disaffected Republicans else-
where, be enabled to elect him. A meeting of the
Republican members of the New York Legislature
was accordingly held on the 19th of May, and De
Wirr CriytoN was nominated, by a pretty unani-
mous vote, as the candidate of the New York di-
vision of the Republican party for the Presidency,

second term by a nearly unanimous vote over
Crarres CoresworTH PINCKNEY, a distinguished
South Carolinian. ' :

A little more than a year before the expiration |
of Mr. JEFFERSON'S second term, the Republicap

ral persons being presented by their friends and ad-
mirers a8 competitors for the succession, it became
necessary to select one from among them. No other
mode offered itself at once so practicable and so con-
venient, at that time, as a consultation of such of
the Members of Congress,’ then in session, as claim-
ed to belong to the Republican party. Such a con-

cus) on the 23d day of January, 1808, at which 8.
R. Braprey of Vermont presided, and Riomarp
M. JounnsoN of Kentucky acted as Secretary;
when James Mapisoy was nominated for Presi-
dent—he receiving eighty-three votes, GEoRrGE
CriNToN three, and JaAMES MoNROE three. [Some
absent members, afterwards acceding, added to the
number. ]

This nomination of Mr. Mapison, who was at
the time, and had been for seven years preceding,
the Secretary of State under President JEFFERSON,
realized the just expectation of the Republican
party, and was received throughout the country
with a general approbation, though not without o
Protest; more numerously signed (by Members of
the House of Representatives alone) than the re-
cent Protest of the dissenters to the nomination of
the Baltimore Convention, and much more vehe-
mently denunciatory of the nominee than the latter.
Among the signatures to it, as the reader will per
oeive, were some of the great games of that day,
and among them that of Joux RanponrH, who,
though the last signer, was believed to be its author.
The paper is quite too lohg to allow us to insert
here at large, and we copy therefore only the
close of it, which sums up the grounds of their op-
position to Mr. MADIsON in terms of opprobrium
which it can hardly be believed, at this distance from
the time, that any man of respectable  standing
could have applied to so upright, so- patriotic, and
s0 enlightened a man as JAmMEs MapisoN. ;

EXTRACT FROM THE “ proTEST” of 1808,

We acknowledge that the aspect. of our foreign affairs
is unpromising. We are perhaps on the eve of & war with
one of the great Powers of Europe; we are therefore
strongly impreased with the difficulties of our situstion.
In such a orisia, if unanimity in the choioe of a President
is neceasary, that choice should be directed to o man emi-
nently caloulated by his tried energy und talents te con-
duet the nation with firmness and wisdom throngh the
| perils which surround it; to & man who had not in the
hour of terror and persecution deserted his post and
sought in obseurity and retirement a sholter from the po-
litienl tempest; to n man not suspected of undue par-
tinlity or enmity to either of the present belligerent Pow-
ers; to n man who had not forfeited his claim to public
| confidence by recommending a shameful bargain with the
| unprincipled speculators of the Yaz00 companies, s dis-
honorable compaot with frand and corruption. [ Jastms
Manisox such a man? We ask for energy, and we are
told of his moderation; we nsk for talents, and the reply
is his unsssuming merit; we ask what wera his services

vagant of their doctrines are maintained and

‘gtem the torrent of oppression, which once threatened t

ference was accordingly held (sinee termed a ('au-|

. from New York on Saturday next.

in the cause of phblic liberty, und we are directed to the
paghs of the Federalist, written in conjunction with Alex-
ander Hamilton and Jobn Jay, in which the most extra-

We nsk for consistency ns o republican standing forth ¢

in opposition to Mr. MapisoN. Beside the Whigs
disaffected to Mr. Maprson, (the true representa-
tive of the Republican principle in the Government,)
the Federal party in mass voted for Mr. CrLinTON.
| The ProPLE again sustained the illustrious Mapigon

party boing still high in the ssaendeut, «0d seve- | goqinst the Federal party and their allies from the

Republican ranks, having re-chosen Mr Maprson
to the Presidency by a large majority of the Elec-
toral votes. -

We had got thus far in our historical notice of
Nowminating Conventions of the old Republican and
present Whig parties, and were obliged to stop,
| without having filled up the half of the outline
which we had inmind. At some future day we may
perhaps resume and conclude the sketch.

|  We learn that Gen. Scorr has already declined
| several invitations to be present at public meetings,
‘and that he will ®ontinue to’ decline all such invita-
| tions pending the Presidential canvass.

CoxorEssiONAL NoMiNvaTioNs v Mamne.—
[ The Demoerats of the Fifth ional District
 held a Convention at Exeter on the 8th instant ; but,
' owing to dissensions in the party, were unable to
| agree upon a single candidate. 8 BTRIOK-
| LAND was first nominated, and IsAtA™ WATER-
| HOUSE was mbu&uent]y nominated by the dissatis-

fied portion of the Convention. This district is
strongly Demoeratic, but, owing to a similar dissen-
sion two years ago, Hon. Israxr WAsHBURN, the
Whig candidate, was elected. Mr. W. is a candi-
date for re-election.

M. Kossurn is advertised to take passage for,
England in the steamer Washington, which sails
His visit to
' the United States has lasted over seven months.

Capt. Swarrwour, of the U. 8. Army, in com-
mand of Fort Meade, Florida, died at that post on
the 1st instant. .

Jupae Isaac T. PrestoN.—The New Orleans
Delta has the following notice of Judge Preston,
who perished in the destruction of the steamer St.
James by fire, at that city, on the Gth instant :

Judge Prestox was o native of Abingdon,” Virginia,
| and brother of the eloquent W. C. Prestox, snd of Jomux
8. Prasrow, of South Carolina. Heeame to New Orleans
shortly after the war, in whichhe had been engaged in
the North, having entered the army when war was de-
clared. Ife has held several high offices in the State,
having been more than once Attorney General, having
been Judge of the First Distriet Court, and at the time
of his denth one of the Judges of the Bupreme Court of
this State. He leaves a widow and o large family of chil-
dren by his first wife.

The New Orlenns Picayune of the Bth instant statds
that it had already been ascertained that more than thirty
persons lost their lives by the late explosion of the steamer
8t. James, on Lake Pontohartrain,

Two witnesses, who refused to answer certain questions
before the Grand Jury in Philadelphia, have been com-
mitted by Judge Tuosrsox for contempt, although their
counsel denied the power of the Court to commit for a
gontempt of this kind, except when the offence is com-
mitted in open court. .

The United States sloop-of-war Prebie left Annapolis
Iast week, with upwards of one hundred souls on board,
including the class of Midshipmen of the dute of 1851, under

Onravax. The Preble will sail for the Azores
and the Madeira Islands, and return about the first of
September or October. The Preble is detailed for service

1

DEATH OF GEN. ROGER JONES,

On Thursduy evening last Death very suddenly
removed from this community, and from a very large
family circle, a most respectable and esteemed gen-
tleman and a gallant and distinguished veteran of
the Army. General Roer Jones, for so many
years Adjutant-General of the Army, died, at his
maidenaeinthisoity,n&qnveqshﬁtmmq,‘ 88, the

dore Caresey Jones, of the Navy. We never knew
a more honorable gentleman, or one more estimable
in all the domestic and social relations. His pro-
fessional services and merits are familiar to the
whole country. The eloquent “ general " in-

his old brother in arms, do justice both to the per-
sonal and professional virtues of the deceased.

It was stated in the ¢ Union” newspaper of the
13th instant that Joun M. CrayroN, of Delaware,
Ex-Senator, advocated an alteration of the fugitive
slave law in a ratification Speech in favor of Gen.
Scorr’s election in Delaware some days ago. Now,
we are assured by one who heard that speech that
the ¢ Union” haa done gross injustice to Mr.
Cravron, who advocated the ratification of the
Whig Platform at Baltimore, embracing a settle-
ment of all questions touching the subject of slayery.
Mr. CrAyToN is known to have been the draughts-
man of the resolutions procﬂming the finality of
the Compromise measures adopted at the Whig
meeting at Delaware City, which we published some
time ago, to refute the assertions made in the
“ Union” that the friends of Gen. Scorr had in no
instance been known to express themselves in favor
of regarding the fugtive-slave-law, and other mea-
sures of the Congress of 1850 on the subject of
slavery, as a final settlement, and as deprecating all
further agitation of the questions involved in them.
But this is not all. Mr. CravToN was the draughts-
man and author of the strong resolutions in support
of the Compromise measures adopted at the Whig
State meeting at the Capital of Delaware, when
Gen. Scorr was nominated in that State, and went
to Baltimore as a Delegate instructed to sustain the
very platform which the Whigs adopted,

In the Whig Convention at Baltimore, Mr. Onayrox
was one of the committee which drew upthe Whig Platform,
and was most active and influential in securing the con-
sent of Northern gentlemen to the resolutions on the sub-
jeot of the Compromise. All the delegates in that com-
mittee will attest this fact, and they will further say that
no man among them took more pains to reconsile all sec-
tions on the distracting questions of the day than Jomux
M. Crayron, of Delaware. .

Occupying a position in a slave State, bounded both on
the north and east by non-slaveholding communitied, Mr.
CraytoNy maintained the same character at Baltimore
which he has ever sustained in publie life, and at no time
more conspicuously than when he brought forward that
great measure of peace, called the * Clayton Compro-
mise,” which passed the Senate by an overwhelming ma-
jority, and was defeated in the House by a majority of
only four or five votes. *

Our friend, from whom we derive these facts, informs
us that Mr. CravToN, in the speech delivered at a Ratifi-
cation Meeting in favor of Gen, Scorr, and referred to in
the ¢ Union,” labored with the utmost zeal to induce his
hearers to adopt the Whig Platform on the subject of
slavery, and triumphantly succeeded in his object. In-
stead of opporing the fugitive-slave law with a view to de-
prive the slaveholder of his rights, he pointed out what
he considered was a defect in the eighth and ninth sec-
tions of the mct, the legitimate construction of which ap-
peared not to justify the payment of the expenses neces-
sarily incident to the delivery of a fugitive from labor, as
it does not allow any expenses except those accruing after
the affidavit of rescue or the order to deliver the sluve.
Should this be the econstruction of the act, he said jt
would require smendment; and we think no Southern
man, residing in a slave State, as he does, would differ
from him. He stated, if our information be correct, that
the costs in the * Sims case,” the payment of which de-
pended on this construetion of the act, were about twelve
thousand dollars ; and the costs in other cases, before the
affidavit of rescue or order to deliver, often ramged from
one to five thonsand dollars,

If these costs sheuld not be paid under the nct, he sub-
mitted to the people of Delaware his opinion that the
fugitive law was defective, and ought to be amended for
the purpose of securing a compliance with the constitu-
tional provision which commands the delivery of the fu-
gitive, as the payment of such enormous costs by the
owner would make the nct inoperative. These were the
views of Mr. Cravrox, and are known by his friends to
have heen his sentiments, freely expressed to all who de-
sired to learn them.

In this connexion let us add that gross injustice
has been done to the memory of Gen. TAy¥LOR in
reporting him as ever having opposed the fugitive-
slave law. We have the highest authority for say-
ing that neither he mor his Cabinet ever opposed
that law. General Tayror, Mr. CrayroN, Mr.
Jouxson, Mr. Prestoy, and Mr. CRAWFORD were
known to all their friends as advocates of that mea-
sure before its passage. They constituted a majority
of the Cabinet, and we do not believe that any mem-
ber of Gen. TA¥LoR's Cabinet ever made any eppo-

sition to thebill.

Tue WHiGS oF VERMONT.—A gathering
of Whigs took place at Burlington (Vt. E on Mand?
evening. A were made by Chalon

Davey, and Mr. Weston of Nathaniel
Ellmaker of Pennsylvania, H. J. Raymond of New
York, and others. Speaking of the meeting, the
“ Free Press” remarks :

““ The Whigs of Vermont nre just as true and certain
for the Whig cause now as when the morning drum-beat
called them to the supportof the honest and pure-hearted
Harrison. They cannot be beaten by any form or combi-
nation of Locofocoism, nor by side-issues, or immnterial
issues, or false issues.”

nd Ohio Canal t its whole length
mkii?. e msﬂnw boats Taden, with eoll will
leave Cumberland on Monday next for Gegrgetown
and Mﬁl’il- 3

B s i .
Sprmar or THE PrEss.—With the ex
some few instances in Massachusetts and gin,
the nomination of Scorr and Gumt has been
welcomed in the warmest manner. Ahnd even in
these two States many of the people are beginning
to re with great enthusiasm. In every State,
with the exceptions named, the good old banner is
floating above the ﬁ:tfom which our patriotic dele-
created at Baltimére, and the rallying ery
ﬁmys hill and valley is sent up by the
, & The Union of the ign&nmuho)dc
wgon 17 There will be no ing afnong the
Whigs this summer. They will give their oppo-
nmg'%uhr defeat than in the Harrison cam.
puign.—Natchez (Miss.) Courier.

 SmipwRECK AND Loss or Erowrsex Lavas.—The British
England, for Que-

B o SR

ion .of

: the remainder of those saved were on their

“gvery summer 4= a school of practice for the embryo offi-
¢ers of the navy. .

way to the same port in another schooner.

evening before last. General JoNEs wasdn the 64th.
year of his age. He was a native of Virginia, and the
elder brother of the gallant and respeeted Commo- |

| sed to him his high appreciation of his

serted in another column, of the General-in-Chief, |

Tug Canafe~TFhe water is now in the Chesa- |
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ing over the decease of Mr. MeKunnaw, which wo
announced to our’ readers some days ago. [n the
editorial sccount of his life, whick is full of in.
terest, we find the following allusion to an incident
which we never heard of before, but which is worthy
of record here: Sy 2y r
umm&!‘m or passed througlh this plage iy
1840, on his way to Washington, he songht out Mr.
McKxxyax, whom he had never before seen, and express-
dom, and his great integrity. KOMM‘?;;‘:;
to'have kim in the Cabinet, as one whose counsels he
needed, and upon whom he could rely. Ciroumstances to
which we need not allude prevented a tion of
this desire of Gen. Taviow; but it is suflicient to say
that Mr. McKensax was averse to taking office, and

much preferred the less exciting and more congenial tosks
of home.” ‘

The following traits of his character as a legisla-
tor and a lawyer are strikingly characteristic : '

‘* As a politician, Mr. McKexyAN was o firm, liberal,
and oonscientious Whig. He was never violent, but al-
ways active. His influence with his party in this county
was unbounded. * In Congress he oocupied & prominent
position, commanding general respect. With a stalwart
frame, and a voice like a Boanerges, he always made
himself heard when he desired it; and the general re-
spect entertained for him gave him, in connexion with
his other qualities, & power over a stormy House which
few others possessed. When a noisy time was expected
in Committee of the Whole, Mr. McKexxax was the man
relied on to preside. .
‘“As alawyer, Mr. McKexyay had an almost omnipo-
tent power with both court and jury. His varied and ex-
tensive knowledge of the law, his honesty, love of jus-
tioe, and stern integrity gave him an influence which we
never knew any other mian to possess. An instance fo’
point is relatéd, where a jury was unable to mgree, and
asked the court for its instructions. The point of diffi-
culty was stated ; when the court told the jury that it
had ulready instructed them on that péint. ¢ Yes,” said
& juror, ‘but Mr. McKennan differed with the court on
that point.” The jury were sent back, and when they
returned a verdict was rendered according to the Iaw as
laid down by Mr. McKexxax. The case was taken to
the supreme court, and the verdict was sustained. The
jury, doubtless, should have taken the law as laid down
by the court, as juries generally ‘do; but the fact that
they broke over a general practice in not doing so shows
not only the extent of his influence in the jury-box, but
the confidence of the jury in his legal judgment. His
reputation in this partioular made him alwaysin demand
in eriminal cases ; but so upright and honest was he, and
80 strong was his love for justice, that he never under-
took a defence in which he was not satisfied that he had
the right.”

THE « NATIONAL UNION” MOVEMENT.

We copy below, as a curiosity, the call for a
¢ National Union Convention" which is so often re-
ferred to by the Opposition press. It is evidently a
device of the enemy. Tt has been distributed from
Philadelphia to various parts of the eountry, and is
acecompanied by no name or names. When were
the delegates from the States therein referred to
elected 7 And what States do they represent? It
is one of the most shallow attempts at imposition
that ever came under our notice. Here is a copy
of the eall :

¢ A National Union Convention will be held in the city
of Philadelphia on the first day of August, 1852, for the
nomination of Daxier Wensrer for the Presidency of the
United States, and s suitable candidate for the Vice Pre-
sidency, for the support of the Union Party of the Nation
in November next.

“Delegates from ten States now hold themselves in
readiness for this step; other Btates are requested to
choose suitable representatives without delay.

“ Friends of the Union and of its great champion, you
are now called upon to give evidence of your devotion to
that cause, which has enlisted the talents of the most
eminent and the sympathies of a mighty nation,

“The immediate formation of looal Webster Union As-
sociations is earnestly recommended.”

THE UNION OF THE DEMOCRACY.

The Charleston Mercury, in copying the resolu-
tions lately adopted at & Democratic meeting held
in Greenville, South Carolina, accompanies them
with the following not very complimentary remarks :

“It will be observed that one of them rejoices over the
reunion of the Demooratic party. New, this reunion, so
far as it is real, is an amalgamation of the Unien or Com-
promise, the Southern Rights and the Freesoil parties,
and all of them professing to have given up no principle.
It is quite clear, then, that the object of that union is
nothing but party success in the approaching election,
and that the SBouth must share it (if indeed the South is
not cheated of all share) with the Freesoilers.”

We copy two of the resolutions :

vote for
other State of this Confederacy, we do
our members of the Legislature to exert all their influence

in p the votg of Bouth Carolina to be cast for

HWM«NMW.
“ Resolved, T although figh

stitutional rights, and republican
Government, we are not the less regardful of the same

ral
ts, and prinei in our own
moﬂmﬁmwamwm

dent, the t of equal
and the t of electi
vote, as is the case in
State in the Federal Union.™

Among the passengers in the steamer Africa,
which left New York on Wednesday for Liverpool,
was Lovis Kossurs, Ex-Governor of Hungary.
His name was not in the list of passerigers publish-
ed, and it is said he went on board only a few mi-
nutes before the vessel departed.  Various surmises
have been started as to the canse of his sudden de-
parture.—Journal of (}mm P

APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT

By and with the advice and consent of the Senate.

Wintiam CARr LANE, to be Governor of the
Territory of New Mexico, in the place of James S.
Calhoun, deceased. v

C. W. C. DuN~inarow, to be a J*& of the
Peace in the county of Washington, in the District
of Columbia.

A Srl?fn.—:to}n :hl:.ct worthy of notfee that the
organs of eac two great parties into which
the nation is divided are endeavoring to fix upon
the candidate of the opposing party of
having, in some way or other, and at some or
other, e dissatisfaction with the ODE:
mise, and especially the fugitive slave law.
years tg more onpital w have been made by
taking the opposite course.—Journal of Commerce.

Tue Barrie or Lakk Erik—An association
was formed at Sandusky, Ohio, on the 5th instant,
of which Gen. Cass was chosen Prosident, and
Col. J'l‘:in'r, Ho:. E. Wmmmf;, u?:n. ﬁrocnot
ToN, and others Vice Presidents, .
mﬁngsmnmtm&wmm
Bay, to commemorate the brilliant victory wom by
Perry on Lake Erie, and in honor of the dead who
fell in that engagement. disow




